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Canto XVII

Canto XVII reminded me of the canto where Dante was outside the city of Dis. It parallels this canto because both canto’s deal with the dissention of Hell into a worse, more sinful area. During Dante’s entrance of the City of Dis we see him going from sins of Incontinence to a more serious kind, Violence. Now we are moving from Violence to Fraud. I believe that arguments would be brought up at this point. Some people would argue that Violence is worse than Fraud. But we have to look at it from the perspective of Dante. Dante is living in Italy during the time of the Pope’s vs. Emperors. Taking this into consideration we look at the Popes who many times are fraudulent. And remembering that Dante himself was a sort of friend to the Emperors and I can’t recall the term he was. Anyway he would look down on Fraud as one of the worst sins because he enemies were committing it compared to the Violence sin, which the Emperors and their armies were committing. 

Another parallel is Dante seeking help. Dante asks Virgil to take hold of the Geryon’s shoulders in order to help him. Virgil again, as Dante’s guide, helps him transfer from one state of Hell to another. I also believe that this will not be the last time we see a parallel like this, I believe that The Divine Comedy is full of parallels and we shall see another point where Dante travels further and seeks help.

